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Kinsky Castle in Lesna

u Valasského Mezirici
Guidebook







Welcome

to the country residence
of the Kinsky family!

Please put on the provided shoe covers and turn off your mobile phones before you enter
the residential part of the palace. Please do not touch the exhibits. If you would like to take
photographs, please pay extra at the cash register. Thank you.



Kinsky Castle’s
History in a Nutshell

The village of LeSna was first mentioned in the mid-14th century; it was the location
of a Gothic water fortress. Like other villages in the vicinity, LesSna was divided into several
territories, each owned by nobles of lower rank. The villages were later unified by Hanus of
Przno, who developed a large feudal estate here in 1406. A legend about a water nymph
in a local well, who would wistfully sing about the upcoming doom for the fort residents,
dates back to these early times.

The late Gothic fortress was converted into a Renaissance castle by the Prazmas of Bilkov;
whose dynasty ruledthe dominion throughout the entire 16th century. They rebuilt the
structure so that they turned the fort into an opulent residence. It became a one-storey,
four-winged castle with an irregular rhomboid floor plan and an arcaded courtyard.
The arcades were later filled in to insulate the castle for year-round use.

- The original 21 metre-deep well has been preserved until today.

- Model of the original Gothic water fortress

- The ornamentation on the main facade of the castle and farmyard from 1793 shows
the estate still surrounded by a moat. In the Baroque period, LeSna was owned by
the House of Podstatsky of Prusinovice. (pic. about 1900)

The estate often changed hands between1628 and the late 17th century; that was when
the Podstatsky of Prusinovice dynasty finally took over. Due to the damage suffered during
the Thirty Years' War (1618-1648), the castle was renovated in the emerging Baroque style.
Baroque is distinguished by ostentatious design, which is especially visible in the new
southwest wing, the piano nobile, which was added for the purposes of representation.

The next generation of owners who made significant changes to the estate were the Bees
of Chrostina, who developed a lot of landscaping. In 1834, they replaced the farm buildings
in the front of the castle with an English landscape garden. This large-scale renovation,
however, was so expensive that the Beeshad to sell the property. In the next 20 years, the
estate had ten different owners and served primarily as a subject of financial speculation.

The current Neoclassical appearance with its many romantic features is the result of the
latest reconstruction carried out by the last generation of aristocratic owners.
Representatives of the old Czech noble family of Kinsky of Vchynice and Tetov came
to LeSna in 1887. The dynasty of the imperial chamberlain Count August Leopold Kinsky
resided here until the end of World War II. In addition to several construction projects, they
completed the adjacent garden.



After 1945, the castle was confiscated and the equipment was transferred to other castles.
For the next thirty years, the premises were used as a secondary school and
a kindergarten. In 1975, it was entrusted to the District History Museum and closed to
the public due to its state of severe disrepair. It underwent gradual renovation until
November 2010, when a major reconstruction project took place. The estate was brought
to its current shape in a record nine months. It is now owned by the Zlin County and it is
operated by the Museum of the Moravian Wallachia Region. Its historical furniture
includes pieces in Baroque, Classical, Empire, Biedermeier and other revival styles
of the 19th century.

Entrance Hall

The decor of the entrance hall is inspired by hunting. The staircase is lined with trophies
and still lifes from the 18th century. The Kinskys used to hunt in the forests of the Beskydy
mountains and in the adjacent game park, which has unfortunately not been preserved.
Engravingsof deer hunts with dogs, created by Johan Elias Ridinger in the 18th century,
are displayed on the walls. Ridinger (1698-1767) was one of the most famous German
engravers who depicted animals, especially horses and dogs, as well as curiosities of the
animal world. The staircase handrails are the originals from the middle of the 19th century.



The rails and the cone-shaped balustrade are made of zinc and titanium sheet metal.
Because railings of this type were usually made of sandstone, the metal railings in LeSna
are unique.

- The Renaissance Revival bench with its rich carvings is adorned with the Kinsky
family crest, which consists of three wolf fangs on a red background.

- Susanna in the Bath —this 17th century tapestry depicts a biblical scene.
It is the only surviving piece out of a total of 141 tapestries listed
in the inventory created for the purpose of confiscation.

- 1920s sitting room furniture.

- Classicist chest with a convertible top drawer; this extends to a desk.

- Baroque inlaid jewellery box with ornamentation of exotic animals.

- Cast iron openwork spirit stove, was originally intended for heating the garden
gazebo, as outdoor heaters repel insects.

Library




The room was intended to be used as a room for men. It is a typical Renaissance Revival
library. You can see a turntable for board games and a tiled stove, which is a replica of the
original stove, which had been built as a storage heater fuelled from the hall. You can see
an oil painting celebrating Bacchanalia in the middle of the Baroque style stucco ceiling
(1730). This celebrates the ancient god of wine, Bacchus.

The two joined coats of arms, which are highlighted in colour in the ceiling stucco, refer to
the families who commissioned this work of art. The two large paintings on the walls were
made in an Italian workshop.

- Emperor Joseph | (ruled from 1705 to 1711), oil on canvas, by a Viennese
court painter.

- The Fifth Day of Creation, oil on canvas (by Caetano de Rosa, 1840s).

- Shepherd and His Herd, oil on canvas, by an Italian workshop
(Circuit de Rosa family).

The marble bust on the windowsill (250 kg) represents the famous Austrian writer
of Moravian origin, Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach, Countess of Dubska(1830-1916), who
married her cousin Moritz Ebner Eschenbach in 1848. The writer used to love coming to
the estate to rest and to find inspiration for her creative work. Her love of LeSna was
strengthened by another familial tie; Maria's only sister, Countess Friederike, was married
to August Leopold Kinsky, who bought the estate in 1887.

- Moritz von Ebner-Eschenbach (1815-1898), husband of writer
Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach, Countess of Dubska.

- Moritz's mother Helena.

- Count Karel Kinsky(1766-1831), pastel.

- Viktor Dubsky of Trebomyslice Jr. (1868-1932), the nephew of writer Marie
and a lieutenant and a diplomat for the Emperor of Austria-Hungary. He was
a keen collector of art, but his penchant for gambling thrust him into debt.
In his will, he bequeathed his property to the Kinsky, who were forced to sell
most of his assets to settle his financial obligations (Maria Mdiller, 1904).

- Viktor Dubsky of Trebomyslice, Sr. (1834-1915), portrayed in a hussar uniform.
He was writer Maria Ebner von Eschenbach's stepbrother (by Salvator Martinez
Cubells, 1888).



Lady’s Cabinet

This Baroque secretary desk from the 18th century is the most valuable piece of
the museum's furniture collection. It consists of four parts and approximately 50 drawers.
The Kinskys received it from Viktor Dubsky, who had acquired it while he was working
as a councillor in Tsarist St. Petersburg, where he collected antiques. The desk features
a double-headed imperial eagle, the ¢ symbol of the Russian Empire. Below the eagle,
you can see St. George, the patron of Russia. The secretary desk is inlaid with different
kinds of wood and other materials. The technique was also used to decorate the circular
top of the dining table, which is composed in the shape of 12-pointed star (around 1860).

- Archangel Michael Expelling Rebellious Angels from Heaven; ceiling oil painting,
diameter 2.3 m, 1830s. The local church is dedicated to St. Michael,
and the archangel also features in LeSna’s coat of arms.

- Jewellery boxdecorated with marquetry. Ivory ornaments depict unusual
dramatic scenes.

- Baroque music box from the 18th century.

- Chinoiserie.



Paintings depict representatives of the noble families relate to the House of Kinsky.

- Frantisek Vilhelm Count of Dubsky of Trebomyslice, (1784-1873),
father of writer Marie, oil on canvas.

- Countess Eugenie of Dubsky, born Bartenstein (1808-1837), the third wife
of Frantisek Vilhelm Dubsky, (by Ferdinand Waldmdiller, before 1837).
Her father, Count Bartenstein, is depicted with a golden bow.

- Anna Marie von Vockel, born Piatti zu Drnowitz (1771-1843), the step-grandmother
of writer Marie. Anna Marie's interest in literature strongly influenced Marie Ebner
von Eschenbach, (by Jos. Svanda, 1827).

- Sigmund von Vockel zu Mannschatz (1772-1829), part of the imperial court council
and the grandfather of writer Marie (by Josef Svanda, 1827).

- -Anton Valentin Freiherr Kaschnitzem zu Weinberg, grandfather of writer Marie.
He managed the monastic estates in Moravia and founded new villages.
He never married.

- Marie Rosalie Kaschnitz zu Weinberg, born Kotzian; she became a relative
of the Vockel dynasty through her daughter Mary.

- Konrad von Sorgenthal, (1733-1805), the director of a Viennese porcelain
manufactory and the in-law of Franz Vilem Dubsky, (by Josef Hickel, a renowned
court painter of Maria Theresa and Joseph II., 1794).

- Eleanor Sorgenthal, born Countess von Seeau (1780-1810); in 1796, she married
Baron Konrad von Sorgenth, the in-law of Franz Vilém Dubsky
(by Josef Grassi, replica).

White Hall

The largest of the representative rooms in the castle served as a room for social occasions
as well as the reception room. It is furnished in Empire style and features a gallery of family
portraits. It emphasizes the Kinsky lineage, which originally came from northern Bohemia,
where the predecessors had founded a mirror factory (two original 19th-century mirrors
hang between the windows).

The floor in this room is original and comes from the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries.
It was uncovered under layers of other floors, which had helped to preserve this Baroque
piece of art. It is the largest of four original floors discovered in the course of renovation.
The composition of the floor is quite unique. It is made of linden and oak boards, which
each have different qualities. Linden is softwood and oak is hardwood. All the floors are
decorated with central frames around rosettes with various numbers of points.



The Queen of Sheba before Solomon, end of the 17th century, 5 x 3 m,

by an unknown Italian painter or a painter with Italian training.

Vaclav Norbert Oktavian Kinsky (1642-1719), the founder of the Sloup lineage

in the House of Kinsky; the highest Chancellor to Emperor Joseph |;

awarded the Order of the Golden Fleece (by a Viennese painter after1712).
Frantisek Ferdinand Kinsky (1678-1741), a diplomat at the court of Emperor Charles
VI. and the founder of the Chlumec branch of the Kinsky dynasty. Chlumec was

a centre of horse breeding. (by Martin van Meytens, a small scale replica

of the original painting).

August Leopold Kinsky(1817-1891) bought the Lesna castle in 1887

(by Eugenie Hauptmann).

Filip Arnost Kinsky (1886-1956), gave the castle its present form. He carried out its
last reconstruction. He and his son Bedfich are credited with the introduction

of the wide variety of trees in the castle garden.



Dining Room

Different parts of the room originated in different periods. The oldest part of the room is
the ceiling, which dates back to late Renaissance. The beams are made of fir wood felled
between 1631 to 1635.The painting on the rafters was meant to invoke marble; the boards
are decorated with floral patterns.During the Baroque reconstruction, the original ceiling
was covered with a flat ceiling, which was severely damaged due to inexpert handling
in the 1920s. The part of the floor with the remnant of a rosette is the original floor from
the turn of the 17th and 18th centuries. The dining room is furnished in the style
of Neo-Renaissance; the table is set with the Kinsky dining set. The pewter dishes
on display in the cabinets served as decoration.

On the walls you can see remnants of Baroque paintuncovered during the last renovation.
The more luxurious back part of the room used to be the children's room. The colour
scheme was gray and green, with decorative medallions with cherubs. The pink-flowered
part of the room was a room for the nanny. The partition between the rooms is still visible
on the wall. The rooms were converted into a dining room by the Kinsky family
in the 19th century. They had not been happy with the small rooms and decided to turn
them into one larger room with the help of new interior plaster. The dents in the walls



are evidence of this technological process. The paintings in this room show a mother and
her daughter.

- Sophie von Stockau (1834-1877), shown at age 18 in a wedding portrait
(by Joseph Weidner, 1852). Her second husband was Adolf Dubsky.
- Marie Kinsky (1864-1926), wife of Filip Kinsky, the son of the first Kinsky owner
of the castle and the grandmother of Christian, the last nobleman who lived here
(died in September 2011) (by Curt Witte, 1913). Marie was about 45 in this portrait.
. Military portrait (1801-1857) of the Croatian General Jellacic, the first husband
of Sophie von Stockau.
- Beerstein (humpen) - the oldest dated glass object in the collection
of the Museum of the Moravian Wallachia Region. It is from 1629.
- 19th century vases in Rococo style imitate the shapes of the expensive
and fashionable china at the time (made in Europe - Nurenberg, Delphi).

Study

The study of Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach is furnished with black Empire furniture, which
includes an astronomical clock. The clock was wound up once a day and set to play
one of the seven tunes recorded on the inner cylinder. A refreshment counter is found
in the opposite corner of the room by the large mirror.

Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach (her bust on display in the library) came from Zdislavice,
where she lived until the age of 18. Zdislavice is a village located 80 km from LeSna. Then
she lived in Vienna for many years. She was apprenticed to a clockmaker and was a keen
collector of watches her entire life. In her will, she instructed that her entire collection of
watches (270 pieces in total) was to be sold, of which half the proceeds was supposed to
finance a renovation of the school in Zdislavice; the other half was to be divided among
her three nephews and one niece. Despite her wishes, the watch collection seems to have
stayed intact as it was sold to the city of Vienna. In 1898, Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach was
awarded the highest honour afforded to civilians in Austro-Hungarian Empire, the Cross of
Honour for Art and Literature. She was also awarded an honorary doctorate in philosophy
from the University of Vienna in 1901. She died at the age of 86 and was buried in the
family tomb in Zdislavice. Her diaries and her correspondence with prominent society
members have been preserved.



- Knight, Death and the Devil,graphics (by Albrecht Durer, 1513).

- Marie Kinsky(1864-1926), aged 17; another portrait of Marie Kinsky is on display
in the dining room.

- Marie von Ebner-Eschenbach, Countess of Dubska (1830-1916); Austrian writer
of Moravian origin, aged 76.

- Moritz von Ebner-Eschenbach (1815-1898), field marshal and lieutenant;
future husband of the writer. This is a portrait showing him at the age of two.

- A Ride with Karel Kinsky at the Helm, riding a "chlumecky plavak", a dark-mane
horse bred by the House of Kinsky. The Kinskys were always very interested
in horse breeding, especially the Chlumec branch of the family. They bred their
own breed (Chlumecky plavak) and were instrumental in founding
the most famous horse race in the country, Velka Pardubicka.

Bedroom

The bedroom is furnished with Baroque furniture from the 18th century. The beds were
made in the Renaissance Revival style in the 19th century. In the glass cabinet between the
doors you can see the accessories of a young noblewoman - fans, gloves and handbags.
The illustrations above the cabinet depict aristocratic festivities. In the opposite corner



of the room, you can see a Baroque kneeler. Two pictures, one of the Virgin Mary and Baby
Jesus and the other of St. Katherine's Betrothal are hung above. On the side wall, you can
see depictions of biblical scenes - a representation showing the Blessing of the Prophets.
A mirror in the Baroque Revival style is hung above a Baroque inlaid commode.

- Jan Nepomuk Dubsky (1752-1790), The painting originated in the second quarter
of the 19th century; this is a replica by Vilhelm Rieder. Jan Nepomuk, the Baron
of Dubsky was a bachelor. He was educated at the Oriental Academy in Vienna.
After graduation, he worked as a translator for in the Military Frontier
(a province straddling the southern borderland of the Habsburg Monarchy.

This area acted as a barrier against incursions from the Ottoman Empire.)
Dubsky’s promising career in the office of the Imperial Consul in Constantinople
ended with his untimely death. He spoke excellent Turkish and translated

the History of the War in Bosnia 1737-1739. It was published by the Viennese
publisher Omar Effendi in 1789 and served as a testament to his great knowledge
of the Turkish language.

Thank you for visiting.
Other parts of the exhibit can be viewed individually.



Other locations
of the Museum of the Moravian
Wallachia Region

Dear museum visitors, we would like to invite you to visit our other locations in Vsetin,
Valasské Mezifici and LeSna. In Vsetin, you can see the castle and the observatory, which
Castle features both permanent and temporary exhibitions and is open year-round. At the
Church of the Holy Trinity in Valasské Mezifici, you can see the lapidary, where statues and
other artwork made of stone are on display. The castle in Lesna (near Valasské Mezifici) has
an exhibition about the castle history and also an interactive playroom for environmental
education. It is open throughout the main tourist season. The adjacent park with
an arboretum spanning 7 hectares (17.3 square acres) is a great tourist attraction in itself.
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Castle Vsetin

Contact Information

Horni nameésti 2, 755 01 Vsetin
Phone: (+420) 571 411 890
zamek.vsetin@muzeumvalassko.cz

Opening hours
daily except Monday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

History

Historical documents first mentioned this Renaissance castle in Vsetin in 1610. It was built
by the noblewoman Lucretia NekSovna of Landek and her husband Albrecht von
Wallenstein, who put a castle where a medieval fortress had been in the 15th century.
The new structure burnt down in 1708 and underwent several reconstructions later on.

The current Neoclassical appearance is a result of the most recent reconstruction carried
out by the last generation of aristocratic owners, namely by Josef of Wachtler in 1834.
The adjacent park was founded at the same time. After a fire destroyed the entire castle
roof and the tower in 1915,the Thonet family who owned it at the time had it rebuilt.
The last private owners of the castle were Marie Batova and her son Tomas Bata, the
legendary industrialist who developed the city of Zlin and its shoe factories.



In February 1949, the castle was nationalized, and the interior suffered considerable
damage. Between 1963 and 1974, the castle was renovated and became the seat of the
local museum, now the Museum of the Moravian Wallachia region.

Exhibitions

The new permanent exhibition in the Vsetin museum is titled The Living Memory of the
Region. It is an extensive multidisciplinary show that presents historical and ethnographic
objects along with products of applied arts and crafts. Covering nine exhibition halls, the
exhibition uses modern technologies and contemporary design to help you discover local
history and unique traditions.

You can see the exhibition on your own, unless you request a guide. Printed guidebooks
are available for each visitor in Czech, German and English. We suggest viewing the exhibi-
tion in the following order: Bentwood Furniture (rare pieces from the museum's collection
and contemporary products by TON, the traditional bent furniture manufacturer in the
region); Wallachian Folklore (annual and family traditions in Wallachia), Shepherding in
Wallachia (Wallachian colonization and sheepherding), Troubled Times (anti-Habsburg
rebellions and banditry), Cottage Industry (unique local crafts), The Century of Steam (the
industrial revolution in Vsetin 1850-1900), The Edison of Moravia (about Josef Sousedik, a
Vsetin inventor) and Partisans in the Hills of Wallachia (about the resistance movements
during the Protectorate and the WWII).

Our natural history exhibition, Play and Discover the Natural World, is located in the castle
tower. A taxidermied bear called the Misa of the Brodska Valley, captured in year 2000 in
Novy Hrozenkoy, a village, close to Vsetin, is a part of the exhibition. Another exhibition in
the tower features old and new postcards, which show Vsetin changing over time. Finally,
the museum holds temporary exhibitions on the ground floor and in the Castle Gallery.

Temporary exhibitions on history, art, ethnography, natural science and other disciplines
are held throughout the year. The museum also gives lectures and cultural programs for
schools, youth and the general public. The full range of our activities is published on the
museum website.

There are two learning trails the museum has marked out within the town of Vsetin. One
runs through the castle park, and the other is found by the river in the Panska zahrada
park. The trails feature short texts about Vsetin geology and the animals and plants living
on the city grounds.
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Vsetin Observatory

Contact Information
Jablonova 231, 755 11 Vsetin
Phone: (+420) 737 211 819
Email: info@hvezdarna-vsetin.cz
www.hvezdarna-vsetin.cz

Opening Hours
Monday - Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Vsetin observatory was opened in 1950 with the help of members of the local branch
of the Czechoslovak Astronomical Society. In 2005, it became part of the Museum of the
Moravian Wallachia region in Vsetin. Since the beginning, the Observatory has provided
educational programs about astronomy, astronautics and other natural sciences.

Besides lectures and discussions, the observatory enables visitors to view the day or night
sky all year round and to observe the movement of the sun or the effects of solar activity,
for example. For students from all types of schools, the staff hold programs on planet
Earth, objects in near and far space, meteorology and optics. One of the most successful
programs is a virtual trip around the solar system. With the help of the latest 3D technolo-
gy, the observatory offers a truly extraordinary experience.



Astronomical observations, tours, excursions
Night sky viewing is available to the public on clear nights on Tuesdays and Fridays during
the following hours:

January - December 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.
February - November 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
March - October 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
April - September 8:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.
May - August 9 p.m. to 11 p.m.

June - July, 10:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.

Observations of the sun, sunspots and other manifestations of solar activity take place in
good weather from Monday to Friday, between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Visitor tours of the
observatory dome, the instruments, the meteorological station and air quality monitoring
system are available during these same opening hours.

Group visits for schools, summer camps, travel agencies and tourists are welcome - please
contact the observatory staff to arrange a date and time.




Kinsk;’r Castle
in Valasské Mezirici

Contact Information

Zamecka 3, 757 01 ValasskéMezirici
Phone: (+420) 571 611 764

zamek kinskych@muzeumvalassko.cz

Opening Hours
daily except Monday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

History

The Kinsky Castle in Valasské Mezifici, St. Jacob church, and the former town hall in Krasno
are the last three remnants of the historical town of Krésno Since 1924 Krasno has been
Jan of Pernstejn; its last aristocratic owners were the Klnskys. The Kinsky Castle in Krasno
was originally built by the House of Zerotin as an administration building. Its last noble
owners were the Seilerns. The Kinsky castle is an Imperial style building with a garret
rooftop and a triangular pediment decorated with the Kinsky family crest.

The Kinsky castle is currently the seat of the Wallachian Regional Museum. The museum
holds a variety of events and educational programs, including natural science and art
exhibitions, concerts, conferences, wedding ceremonies and lectures for schools.



Exhibitions
Living the High Life shows the history, furnishings and the lifestyle of the nobility at the
turn of the 19th and 20th centuries.

Glass and Tapestry introduces glassmaking and the traditional craft of tapestry, which

VVVVV

Old Stories Speak Again presents valuable old prints and manuscripts in their historical
contexts (15th - 19th century)

History of Firefighting explores the local history of fire engines and other equipment

Environmental Center Modréasek: did you know that you can find rare bugs such as the
flower chafer in old hollow trees? Come to Modrasek and learn why flower chafers are
becoming extinct.
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